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Center staff and members joined forces with representatives from the National Public Lands Grazing 
Campaign, Arizona Game and Fish, and the Bureau of Land Management to close illegal off-road vehicle 
trails in Sonoran Desert National Monument on a weekend fieldtrip in March.
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recovery plans estimated an average of 
42 years necessary for these plants and 
animals to recover.  That is, most of the 
species had not yet been listed as long 
as they were expected to need  
for recovery.  
 The Center traveled to the 
Northeast Feb. 28 to present the 
study’s findings in three press 
conferences.  Policy Director Kieran 
Suckling was joined in New York City 
by Helen Hays from the American 
Museum of Natural History; Policy 
Advocate Melissa Waage was in 
Providence, R.I. with Lou Perrotti 
from the Roger Williams Zoo; and 
Conservation Director Peter Galvin 
presented in Framingham, Mass. with 
representatives from the New England 
Wild Flower Society, Lloyd Center for 
the Environment, Connecticut River 
Watershed Council and Appalachian 
Mountain Club. 
 The findings on the northeastern 
species are the first in the continuing 
study, which aims to evaluate recovery 
trends for all of the more than 1,300 

plants and animals protected under 
the federal Endangered Species Act.  
The Center is gearing up for a second 
release this summer of findings on 
recovery trends for the 260 plants and 
animals nationwide that have been 
protected under the Act since before 
1980—those for which the most long-
term data exist. 
 Meanwhile, the first phase of 
the Center’s study continues to 
garner press from media nationwide, 
signifying what we hope will be a 
large advancement in the ongoing 
battle to protect America’s most 
important wildlife protection law. ■
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Cover story by Phoebe Garfinkel 
and Brian Nowicki

Success Story: The U.S. Atlantic 
population of the green sea turtle has 
steadily increased in numbers since being 
listed under the Endangered Species Act 
in 1978. The Center analyzed population 
data for 41 listed plants and animals 
in the Northeast; 38 of those species (93 
percent) had remained stable or increased 
population numbers since being protected 
under the Act.
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